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changed, bathed and dressed her. The nurse trundled the baby
in the Pare Montsouris, while the young mother worked at the
laboratory, finished and edited her work on magnetisation for
the Bulletin of the Society for Encouragement of National
Industry.
Thus, in the same year, within an interval of three months,
Marie Curie brought into the world her first child and the
results of her first research.
Sometimes her acrobatic system of life seemed impossible to
continue. Her health had deteriorated since her pregnancy.
Casimir Dluski and Dr. Vauthier, the Curie family doctor, spoke
of a tubercular lesion in the left lung. Alarmed by Marie's
heredity, as her mother had died of phthisis, they advised several
months in a sanatorium. But the stubborn scientist listened to
them absent-mindedly and flatly refused to obey.
She had other things to worry about. She had the laboratory,
her husband, her home and her daughter. Little Irfene's tears as
she was cutting teeth; a cold in the head; any minor accident
troubled the calm of the household and made the two scientists
pass nights of sleepless anxiety. Or else Marie, panic-stricken,
would suddenly fly from the School of Physics toward the Pare
Montsouris: had the nurse lost the child? No; she could see
afar off, on their accustomed round, the woman and the little
carriage in which something white could be discerned.
She found kindly and precious help in her father-in-law. Dr.
Curie, whose wife had died a few days after Ir&ne's birth, had
attached himself passionately to the baby. He watched over her
first steps in the garden of the Rue des Sablons. When Pierre
and Marie left the Rue de la Glaci&re for a little house in the
Boulevard Kellermann, the old man was to come and live with
them. He was to be Irene's first teacher and best friend.
The Polish girl had travelled far since the morning in
November 1891 when she had arrived at the Gare du Nord,
laden with parcels, in a third-class carriage. Manya Sklodovska
had discovered physics, chemistry and the whole life of a
woman. She had conquered humble and gigantic obstacles